
73

Panama Canal Regulations § 103.5

their ships’ agent as soon as prac-
ticable after arrival.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 3207–0001)

[31 FR 12289, Sept. 16, 1966, as amended at 54
FR 29336, July 12, 1989]

§ 103.2 Denial of passage to dangerous
vessel.

The Canal authorities may deny any
vessel passage through the Canal when
the character or condition of the cargo,
hull, or machinery is such as to endan-
ger the structures pertaining to the
Canal, or which might render the ves-
sel liable to obstruct the Canal, or
whose draft, at any part of the vessel,
exceeds the maximum allowable draft
in the Canal as designated from time to
time by the Canal authorities.

[31 FR 12289, Sept. 16, 1966]

§ 103.3 Discovery of defect in vessel
during transit or while under way.

Upon the discovery during transit of
the Canal, or at any time while under
way, of any defect in a vessel of such
serious nature that it might interfere
with further passage or with her safe
navigation, the vessel shall stop and, if
practicable, be anchored or moored at
the first available place. A full report
shall be made immediately to the
Canal Operations Captain or his des-
ignee by radio or by the best means
available.

[46 FR 63176, Dec. 30, 1981; 47 FR 54072, Dec. 1,
1982, as amended at 55 FR 11908, Mar. 30, 1990]

§ 103.4 Load and trim.
(a) A vessel shall not be permitted to

transit the Canal if she:
(1) Has a list of more than 10 degrees;
(2) Is so tender or otherwise so loaded

as to dangerously affect her stability
or maneuverability; or

(3) Is so trimmed as to dangerously
affect her maneuverability.

(b) A vessel having a list of between
3 degrees and 10 degrees, or which is so
loaded or so trimmed as to adversely
affect her manuverability, may be per-
mitted to transit at the discretion of
the Canal Operations Captain or his
designee. If such vessel is allowed to
transit, however, it may do so only at
its own risk and, to the extent and in

the proportion that such failure to
meet the requirements of this section
proximately causes or contributes to a
casualty and resulting damages, the
Master of such vessel on behalf of said
vessel, her owners, operators, or any
other persons having any interest in
her, and for himself, will be considered
to have released the Panama Canal
Commission and the United States
from, and to have indemnified them
against, any loss, damage, or liability
incurred by the Commission, or the
United States under or in respect to:

(1) Sections 1411 through 1416, inclu-
sive, of Pub. L. 96–70, 93 Stat. 485–87.

(2) Property of the Panama Canal
Commission or the United States; and

(3) Panama Canal Commission em-
ployees under the Federal Employees’
Compensation Act, 5 U.S.C. 8101, et seq.,
or any other employee compensation
system.

The Master of the vessel that fails to
meet the requirements of this section
may be required to execute, in the
presence of a Commission official, a
form undertaking to release the Pan-
ama Canal Commission and the United
States from liability in case of an acci-
dent and to indemnify the Commission
and the United States for any damages
sustained. The failure of the Master of
a vessel to sign such a form, however,
will not relieve the vessel, her owners,
or any other person having an interest
in her from liability incurred as a re-
sult of the vessel’s failure to meet the
requirements of this section.

(c) Nothing shall be done, or per-
mitted to be done, by the Master or
any member of the crew, which would
alter the trim or draft of a vessel while
it is transiting the Canal, without the
prior, express approval of the pilot.

[31 FR 12289, Sept. 16, 1966, as amended at 46
FR 63177, Dec. 30, 1981; 55 FR 11908, Mar. 30,
1990]

CROSS REFERENCE: Federal Employees’
Compensation Act, see 5 U.S.C. 8102 et seq.

§ 103.5 Deck load.

(a) A vessel carrying a deck load
shall have it so stowed as to be suffi-
ciently clear to provide safe working
space around all chocks, bitts, and
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other gear used in transiting and so ar-
ranged as to not obstruct any direct
lead from chocks to bitts.

(b) Vessels may transit with deck
cargo protruding over one side not to
exceed 15.0 feet if the maximum beam,
including protrusions, does not exceed
85.0 feet. Pursuant to section 1411 of
Pub. L. 96–70, 93 Stat. 485, however, the
Commission may not consider any
claim for damages on account of any
injury to such cargo which might be
sustained while the vessel is passing
through the locks of the Canal.

§ 103.6 Size and draft limitations of
vessels.

(a) Definitions as used in this section:
(1) TFW means Tropical Fresh Water

of Gatun Lake, density .9954 gms/cc at
85°F. (Transition to fresh water fre-
quently alters the trim of large vessels
3″ to 4″ by the head.)

(2) Published TFW maximum draft
means the deepest point of immersion
in Gatun Lake waters as promulgated
by the Marine Director, taking into ac-
count the water level of Gatun Lake
and other limitations deemed nec-
essary because of restrictions in the
Canal.

(3) Maximum authorized transit draft
means the deepest point of immersion
in TFW of a particular vessel author-
ized at anytime, Gatun Lake level and
Canal restrictions permitting.

(4) Commercial vessel means a self-pro-
pelled vessel, other than a naval, mili-
tary or other public vessel.

(5) Integrated tug-barge combination
means a barge that is specifically con-
figured to receive a tugboat and with
the tug, becomes, in effect, a single
self-propelled unit.

(6) Non-self-propelled vessel means a
vessel which either does not have an
installed means of propulsion, or has
an installed means of propulsion which
is not functioning during transit.

(7) Barge means a flat-bottomed ves-
sel of full body and heavy construction
without installed means of propulsion.

(b) Maximum authorized transit draft
of vessels with draft in excess of 35
feet, six inches.

(1) Prior to the initial transit of a
vessel whose transit draft will exceed
35 feet, six inches, owners, operators,
or agents must supply in full the infor-
mation required in paragraph (b)(2) of
this section and request the maximum
authorized transit draft for the vessel
(deepest point of immersion TFW) from
the Canal Operations Captain or his
designee, no later than two weeks prior
to loading of the vessel. This request
will be returned with the approved
maximum authorized transit draft
stamped thereon.

(2) The information required by para-
graph (b)(1) of this section shall be sub-
mitted in the following format:

INFORMATION NEEDED PRIOR TO INITIAL TRANSIT THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL

Bilge Information

Name of vessel —————————— Date ———
Authorized Tropical Fresh Water Load Line ———
Admeasurer —————— Certified as Correct ———

[Master-Owners—Agents]

(1) ‘‘A’’—Half breadth of vessel to the outside of shell ——————
(2) ‘‘R’’—Radius of turn of bilge (Feet & Inches) ——————
(3) ‘‘DR’’—Dead rise at side of vessel (Inches) ——————
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